
A quality range of outstanding and unrivalled metal finishes that 
will bring pure luxury to the surface of any prestigious project.

Pure Metal Coatings Collection



gold range:
•	 Bright	Gold
•	 Regal	Gold
•	 Warm	Gold
•	 Rosé	Gold
•	 Green	Gold

All of these superb finishes can have a further treatment process 
which will hold the finish, or simply be left to age naturally.

Bradleys have progressed to become one of the 
leading lights in steel finishing with a reputation 
for providing the highest quality solutions 
without compromise.

Driven by a passion for excellence Bradleys have 
released a truly exquisite selection of the finest 
finishes in pure metal.

Using our knowledge and expertise of over 
45 years we have brought together the highest 
quality materials to introduce a range of pure metal 
coatings that goes beyond all expectations.

Highly distinguished metals are applied using 
seamless technology to the surface of materials 
which transforms them into a class of their own.

The Metalite range of natural metals brings reality 
within reach. Bronze, Brass, Copper and other 
metals are applied to the surface taking your project 
from good to great. Virtually any material can be 
coated and this real metal alternative to paint can 
then be aged, distressed or polished and waxed or 
simply left to age as a natural metal.

The timeless collection boasts an increasing range of 
contemporary shades with strong expressive appeal 
which adds richness and identity to any project.

The art of careful craftsmanship is embodied with 
discerning taste enabling architects and designers 
to create a masterpiece time and time again.

you canimagine you can...

it’s the finish
that counts

brass range: 
•	 ConcertMaster	Full-Tone	Brass	
•	 Antique	Aurichalum	3300-1800	BC
•	 Antique	-	Post	1900
•	 Brushed	Brass

bronze range:
•	 Full-Tone	-	Polished
•	 Antique	-	Modern
•	 Aegean	Bronze	3200	BC
•	 Brushed	Bronze

copper range: 
•	 Full-Tone
•	 Oxidized	Pale	Green

iron range: 
•	 Downtown	Iron
•	 Ancient/Beaten	Iron
•	 Rust	by	Design

zinc range: 
•	 Imperial	Zinc	Age
•	 Brushed	Zinc

other finishes available: 
With	an	appetite	for	progression	Bradleys	are	constantly	adding	finishes	
and	effects	to	the	Metalite	range.	As	a	renowned	solution	provider	and	
market leader we are able to assist and advise with whatever finish you 
may require.

Visit www.bradleysmetalfinishers.com to view our constantly updated 
range of finishes, effects and services.



Architects
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Retail
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Private Residents
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High Class

Interior Design

Exterior Design

Landscape Designers

Luxury Apartments

Stately Homes

Royal Palaces

Museums

Historic Houses

British Heritage

Modern Developments
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Gold range

effects available

•	 Bright	Gold
•	 Regal	Gold
•	 Warm	Gold
•	 Rosé	Gold
•	 Green	Gold

The pure metal collection of Gold finishes is an 
excellent selection within the Metalite range.

A truly majestic metal bringing a depth of richness 
and compelling attributes to all projects.

Gold commands its own space and is a sincere choice to 
enhance and define taste; whether it is juxtaposition or 
an architectural feature in homogenous surroundings it 
is unique in its field.

The compelling lustre and exceptional beauty of Gold 
has stood the test of many centuries and will continue 
to do so for many years to come.

It’s the finish that counts

Pure Metal Coatings Collection



what is gold?
Gold is a pure precious metal with a bright yellow colour and lustre.

Word Origin: of German origin; from an Indo-European root shared 
by yellow.

a brief history of gold
Gold was first discovered as shining, yellow nuggets, in its natural state, 
in streams all over the world, and is dispersed widely throughout the 
geologic world.

It was the first metal widely known to us and ancient Egyptian 
hieroglyphics portray gold as the brilliance of the sun and they would 
have been aware of this metal before 500 BC. By 325 BC the Greeks had 
mined for gold.

Gold doesn’t corrode or tarnish, and has a very important part in many 
areas of industry and commerce. Its brilliance, natural beauty, and lustre, 
and its great malleability and resistance make it not only enjoyable to 
work with but also the easiest metal to work with.

It is found in a virtually pure and workable state, whereas most 
other metals tend to be found in ore-bodies that require smelting. 
Gold’s early uses would have been ornamental, and its brilliance and 
permanence gave it extremely popular links it to deities and royalty in 
early civilizations.  

Due to its fame and importance it has founded the monetary systems 
for thousands of years. 

gold in architecture
From ancient Egypt to modern banks Architects have found a use 
for gold not in the structure of building, but for adornment and 
enhancement. In ancient Egypt the massive sandstone walled temples 
were embellished with gold.

And the dressing up of buildings in gold has not diminished. Famous 
architectural landmarks from opera houses to palaces and hotels to 
apartments can be found throughout the world using the deep rich 
tones that are exquisitely unique to gold.

Bradleys Metal Finishers: 49 Knightsdale Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JJ 
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Regal Gold

Warm Gold
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(Main image on front) Bright Gold

Due to restrictions in full colour printing, the images shown are for visual 
purposes only and are not a true representation of the actual finishes.



effects available

•	 ConcertMaster	Full-Tone	Brass	
•	 Antique	Aurichalum	3300-1800	BC
•	 Antique	-	Post	1900	
•	 Brushed	Brass

Create rich impressions and quality space with the superb 
and vibrant tones from the brass range.

Whilst boasting an outstanding choice of finishes in the Metalite 
collection, brass evokes all the charm of bygone times and adds 
true value and quality to its environments.

Glowing with success and social awareness, brass exudes class 
and identity. City chic or country development, this range will 
create exceptional and social value.

As a high performance feature point or in traditional 
surroundings brass always marries well. Whether antique or 
bright brass it enhances any design or architectural masterpiece. 

Brass will always enrich and complete visions that go way 
beyond your expectations.

It’s the finish that counts

Pure Metal Coatings Collection

Brass range



what is brass?
Brass is an alloy made of copper and zinc. The proportions of the copper and 
zinc vary to make different kinds of brass. Modern brass is 67% copper and 
33% zinc.

Word Origin: from Old English, but the origin is unknown.

a brief history of brass
Copper-zinc alloys were produced as early as 5th century BC in China and were 
widely used in east and central Asia by the 2nd and 3rd century BC.

Greeks and Romans produced alloys similar to modern brass, using copper and 
a zinc rich ore known as calamine around the 1st century BC.

Early brass was produced using a cementation process, whereby copper was 
melted along with ground smithsonite or calamine ore. At high temperatures, 
zinc vaporizes and permeates the copper, producing a relatively pure brass with 
15 to 30 percent zinc content.

Not long after the Romans had discovered how to produce brass which they 
called ‘aurichalum’, it was used in coinage in areas of modern day Turkey. Brass 
coins soon spread throughout the Roman Empire.

Brass production by the Indians stretches back to the 1st century BC, and is 
where the process of ‘speltering’ brass is thought to have first developed. 
Speltering mixes zinc with copper.

Speltering gave brass makers greater control over the zinc content and the brass 
alloy being produced. 

During the 15th and 16th centuries growing demand led to an increase in 
production in Germany and Belgium and by 1559 the town of Aachen in 
Germany was able to produce more than 13,000 metric tonnes of brass per year.

brass in britain
A brass rolling mill in Esher, Surrey dates back to 1697 and in the early 
18th century brass making began in the areas around Bristol, Swansea 
and Birmingham.

Brass’s unique properties resulted in it being used in the production of many 
technical instruments, such as clocks, watches, chronometers and 
navigational tools.

By the mid-19th century, newer and cheaper grades of the alloy, similar to today’s 
brasses, were developed and found use as sheathing on the hulls of wooden 
ships. The Cutty Sark, a famed tea clipper that carried goods between England 
and Australia during the second half of the 19th century, was sheathed in Muntz 
metal, a 60/40 brass alloy patented in 1832.

Brass could be rolled into thin, corrosion resistant, non-magnetic and low friction 
sheets which made it ideal for cartridge shells. The .44 Henry and .56-56 Spencer, 
used in rifles during the American Civil war, were both made from brass.

The malleability and acoustic properties of brass have made it the metal of 
choice for brass musical instruments such as the trombone and trumpet.

Brass is often used for decoration, statues and coins for its bright gold-like 
appearance and its relative resistance to tarnishing. 
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Brushed Brass

Antique Aurichalum 3300-1800 BC

Antique - Post 1900
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(Main image on front) ConcertMaster Full-Tone Brass
Due to restrictions in full colour printing, the images shown are for visual 
purposes only and are not a true representation of the actual finishes.



effects available

•	 Full-Tone	-	Polished	
•	 Antique	-	Modern
•	 Aegean	Bronze	3200	BC
•	 Brushed	Bronze

Architectural bronze combines longevity with aesthetic 
appeal which improves with time and gives a feeling of 
luxury and prestige to any building both inside and out.

The boldness and warmth of the bronze finishes from the 
Metalite collection have stood the test of time and will continue 
to live and age naturally in many architectural developments.

Private homes or hotels, public icons or high-class retail outlets 
all benefit from the distinguished tones of bronze which 
enhance and set apart and bring seamless quality to 
any surface.

Proven to be a long-term investment antique bronze defines 
unique character and embodies the art of careful craftsmanship 
and increased social awareness.

It’s the finish that counts

Pure Metal Coatings Collection

Bronze range



what is bronze?
Bronze is a reddish brown alloy made of copper and another metal, usually tin. 
Compositions vary, but most modern bronze is 88% copper and 12% tin. 

Word Origin: From Latin Brundisium Brindisi, a town in Italy famed for 
its bronze.

a brief history of bronze
Bronze is one of the earliest metals known to man. The Bronze Age is the second 
part of the three-age system (Stone Age, Bronze Age, and Iron Age). 

The place and time of the invention of bronze are controversial because different 
people around the world discovered how to produce bronze at different times.

Southeast Asia and the Middle East entered the Bronze Age around 3300 BC. 
In Mesopotamia it began in about 2900 BC and in Ancient Egypt in around 
3150 BC.

In Europe the Bronze Age began with the Aegean Bronze Age 3200 BC. Trade 
links were set up to transport tin and charcoal to Cyprus where it was alloyed with 
the copper mined there to produce bronze.

bronze age britain
In British history, the Bronze Age is thought to have started in 2100 BC and 
ending in 700 BC.

During this time Cornwall was an important source of tin and copper was often 
mined in northern Wales.

Many bronze objects from this period have been discovered in Cambridgeshire 
and more than 6500 bronze artifacts were found in Isleham.

The UK’s largest archaeology programme has uncovered its first Bronze Age 
find as it continues a search for remains of a 3,500 year old Bronze Age transport 
pathway along the same route that London’s newest railway, Crossrail, will follow 
in east London.

bronze facts
People usually sold old tarnished bronze to a bronze-smith to melt down and 
recycle which is why we don’t have very much ancient bronze.

Bronze is the most popular metal for top-quality bells and cymbals. Phosphor 
bronze is also used in guitar and piano strings. 

Many common bronze alloys have the unusual and very desirable property of 
expanding slightly just before they set, thus filling in the finest details of a mould 
so widely used for cast bronze sculpture. 

Bronze resists corrosion (especially seawater corrosion) and metal fatigue more 
than steel.

bronze in architecture
Bronze has an important part in modern contemporary architecture, whether 
for historic relevance or to fit a new design concept. It is rapidly increasing to be the 
metal of choice for stair and handrail sections as well as fencing and ornamental 
palings. It has been used on many prestigious projects around the world including 
monumental English entranceways and fenestration within the city of London.
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Full-Tone Polished

Aegean Bronze 3200 BC

Brushed Bronze
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(Main image on front) Antique - Modern
Due to restrictions in full colour printing, the images shown are for visual 
purposes only and are not a true representation of the actual finishes.



effects available

•	 Full-Tone	
•	 Oxidized	Pale	Green

Steeped in tradition, copper has proven itself time and 
time again as a leading light in state of the art finishes.

Great architecture merges richly with the renowned blue - 
green shades of weathered copper. The classic vintage air 
accompanied with its sustainable attributes; copper emphasizes 
high performance, great colour and timeless beauty.

Contemporary architecture benefits from copper as it 
complements commonly-used materials such as brick, wood, 
stone and glass and can be used for buildings with traditional or 
modern styles.

On a folly show piece or in contemporary designs it will bring to 
any surface a unique balance of warmth and glow which belongs 
truly to copper and copper alone.

It’s the finish that counts

Pure Metal Coatings Collection

Copper range



what is copper?
Copper is a malleable, reddish-brown metal which takes a bright metallic lustre. 
If it is exposed to air and water, it will form verdigris of blue-green.

Word Origin: Latin Cuprum: from the isle of Cyprus which is famed for its 
copper mines.

a brief history of copper
Copper has been known since prehistoric time and it is man’s oldest metal, 
dating back more than 10,000 years. A copper pendant discovered in northern 
Iraq has been dated to about 8,700 BC. 

It has been mined for more than 5000 years and Egypt entered the Copper Age 
around 4000 BC.

The period c. 2500–2150 BC is known as Britain’s own Copper Age and has long 
been an established feature of prehistoric archaeology on the Continent.

Copper use flourished in South America at the beginning of the first millennium AD 
and even one of the famous Dead Sea Scrolls found in Israel is made of copper.

The first example of copper to clad the underside of a ship was the HMS Alarm 
in 1761. The cladding kept ships in commission at times when others had to be 
dry-docked for hull scraping. This significantly enlarged the effective strength of 
the British Navy.

Copper is widely used in the electrical and plumbing industry and also has an 
important part in the cookware and medical world. It has been used for years for 
trading in coinage and today’s ‘penny’ contains 2.6% copper.

With over 400 copper alloys, brass and bronze being the most common ones.

Copper is vital to the health of humans, animals and plants and it maximizes the 
performance of the products that contain it, helping save energy, CO2, money 
and lives. Its antimicrobial property is becoming increasingly important to the 
prevention of infection.

copper in architecture
Restaurateurs, hoteliers and interior decorators look to copper and brass as 
naturally inviting metals that make a statement of quality, comfort and beauty.

Copper has played an important role in the design and architecture of all types 
of structures for thousands of years. In ancient Egypt, the massive doors to the 
temple at Karnak were clad with copper. The 162 ft tall, nine-story Loha Maha 
Paya temple built in the third century BC in Sri Lanka sparkled with copper roof 
shingles. Copper was integral to European medieval architecture and today, 
architects and building designers are finding new and innovative ways to use 
copper in their designs.

Copper weathers naturally to a lovely blue-green colour over time and this 
blue-green patina is a protective barrier that retards further corrosion, to maintain 
copper’s long life. This process generally takes 5 to 14 years depending on 
the atmosphere.

Bradleys are using ways to enhance this natural chemical conversion process and 
offer a spectrum of patina colour finishes, helping to create new markets and 
architectural demands.
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Full Tone

Oxidized Pale Green

Pure Metal Coatings Collection

From the spires and roofs of the celebrated castles 
and cathedrals of Europe to the solid copper Golden 
Temple in China, or the famous doors of Italy’s 
Florence Cathedral, copper and its alloys, bronze 
and brass, have continued to serve as decorative and 
functional elements on some of the world’s oldest and 
most famous buildings.

One of the most famous sculptures in Copper: the 
Statue of Liberty – through over one hundred years of 
biting winds and driving rain has not only has grown 
more beautiful but also has remained virtually intact.

(Main image on front) Oxidized Pale Green

Due to restrictions in full colour printing, the images shown are for visual 
purposes only and are not a true representation of the actual finishes.



effects available

•	 Downtown	Iron
•	 Ancient/Beaten	Iron
•	 Rust	by	Design

True tradition is born out with the iron finishes from 
the Metalite Collection. Bringing a combination of 
seamless technology and the trusted tones of iron 
together to enhance and set apart architectural 
features and designs.

Genuine old-aged iron complete with its weathered, 
beaten look and downtown appearance will kindle deep 
passion and desire as well as the essential sustainability 
and identity awareness.

Beautiful, juxtaposition iron finishes which complement 
timber, concrete, marble and provide a versatile addition 
to any portfolio.

It’s the finish that counts

Pure Metal Coatings Collection

Iron range



what is iron?
Pure iron is a shiny, bright white metal that is soft, malleable, ductile and 
strong. When mixed with other substances it can produce excellent and 
versatile materials which are construction-strong, tough, easily formed 
and worked. 

Its surface is usually discoloured by corrosion, since it combines readily with the 
oxygen of the air in the presence of moisture. The most common corrosion is 
called rust which is a series of deep orange, red and brown hues.

Iron is the fourth most plentiful element in the earth’s crust at 4.6% and is also 
found abundantly in the sun and stars. Much of the Earth’s core is thought to 
be composed of iron.

Word Origin: Old English iren, of German origin Eisen. 

a brief history of iron
The Iron Age in Britain lasted from about 700 BC to the Roman invasion of AD 43 
and iron has been used as a metal since ancient times.

An iron pillar, dating to about A.D. 400, remains standing in Delhi, India.

The Iron Age followed on from the Bronze Age and rapidly gained in its 
popularity as the cheapest and most important of all metals. Unlike bronze which 
is poured, iron is shaped by repeatedly heating and hammering against an anvil, 
a process known as smithing.

The Iron Age saw a change in the designs of tools, weapons and ornaments 
as iron and steel objects were hammered into shape.

Iron is much harder than bronze and keeps a cutting edge for longer.

It was used to make 

•	 ploughs	for	workers	to	farm	better	and	grow	more	crops;	

•	 armour,	shields	and	helmets	to	help	protect	soldiers	better 
 than the older bronze ones

•	 coins	to	facilitate	trade	in	selling	crops	and	iron	tools.

Today iron accounts for ninety five percent of worldwide metal production and is 
the most frequently encountered metal in daily life. Many manufactured objects 
are made from Iron and are often covered with a protective coating or buried 
within the object. Concrete structures contain essential reinforcing iron.

Steel is an alloy of carbon and iron. It is used to make many modern products, 
including cars, railways, skyscrapers, guns and ships.

Wrought iron is an iron alloy with small amounts of carbon content and is 
malleable, less fusible with a fibrous structure. “Wrought” means to work 
manually and in many products that were once wrought by hand are now done 
by machine. The Eiffel Tower was constructed from a type of wrought iron.  

Cast iron is another form and has been heated to its molten state and then 
poured into a mold and hardened. It is often used this way in manufacturing pots, 
pans, ovens and trays.  
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Rust by Design

(Main image on front) Downtown Iron

Ancient/Beaten Iron

Due to restrictions in full colour printing, the images shown are for visual 
purposes only and are not a true representation of the actual finishes.



effects available

•	 Imperial	Zinc	Age
•	 Brushed	Zinc

Serious and masterly finishes are created from the 
Metalite collection of zinc coatings.

Scarred and battered warships give character to the deep subtle 
tones unique to zinc that bring intense and emotional richness 
from the very battlegrounds that have protected our heritage.

Proven, high performance zinc aged coatings are an immense 
complement to fulfil social desires and architectural designs on 
any building whether iconic or private residence.

Zinc‘s subtle colour has been praised by architects who state its 
colour gets richer as the material adapts to specific atmospheric 
conditions and blends beautifully with other building materials 
such as concrete and wood. 

It’s the finish that counts

Pure Metal Coatings Collection

Zinc range



what is zinc?
Zinc is a silvery-white metal which is a natural component of the earth’s crust. It 
is used for coating iron and steel to protect against corrosion and can be found 
not only in rock and soil, but also in air and water. Zinc ore deposits are widely 
spread throughout the world and are extracted in more than 50 countries.

Word Origin: The name zinc comes from “zinn”, the German word for tin.

a brief history of zinc
By 1374, zinc was recognized in India as a new metal which was the 8th metal 
known to man at that the time. In India, both zinc metal and zinc oxide were 
produced from the 12th to the 16th century. Zinc metal was used to make brass, 
and zinc oxide was used for medical purposes.

Zinc manufacturing moved to China in the 17th century where it developed as an 
industry to supply the needs of the brass industry.

It was recognized in Europe as a separate metal in the 16th century and in 1743, 
the first European zinc smelter was established in Bristol. Following this a major 
technological improvement was achieved in Germany which opened the way to 
the construction of smelting works and in 1836 hot-dip galvanizing, the oldest 
anti-corrosion process, was introduced in France. 

About 12 million tons of zinc are produced annually worldwide. More than half 
of this amount is used for galvanizing to protect steel from corrosion. 10% to 
produce brass and bronze. Significant amounts are also utilized in rolled zinc 
applications including roofing, gutters and down-pipes.

Zinc is converted into a broad range of products and the main application areas 
include construction, transport, consumer goods, electrical appliances and 
general engineering.

zinc in architecture
The key to the extraordinary durability of zinc and its beauty over time is its ability 
to develop a natural protective patina. It does not peel or fade, which reduces 
the overall life cycle costs of the structure and as a natural metal it is a versatile 
and lasting material.

Zinc is not subject to the rust and corrosion found in iron, steel, and other ferrous 
materials and requires little maintenance over its service life; its natural patina 
constantly renews itself as it weathers and ages and will ‘heal over’ scratches and 
imperfections, requiring no touch-up or repainting.

The natural patina comes from the atmosphere as the surface forms a closely 
knit protective layer of zinc carbonate. This layer is insoluble in rainwater and will 
hinder any further exchanges between oxygen and zinc, thereby protecting the 
zinc from further corrosion. 
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Brushed Zinc

(Main image on front) Imperial Zinc Age

Imperial Zinc Age
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• Chemical pre-treatments

• Grit blasting BS 7079: ISO 8501/2/3/4

• Thermal zinc spraying ISO 2063

• Powder coating 

• Warm to touch coatings

• Wet paint spray systems

• Technical advice and support

• Quality assurance

• Warranty systems

• Approved applicator status

For more technical information/literature on 
Bradleys BRAD® systems contact 01473 461400

Other varieties of coating processes 
and services available from Bradleys


